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of the Civil Service. He is western and one with us-----If we follow

the clerk home from his office, or the agricultural labourer, who has
achieved literacy in the village school, home from the plough and
watch his employment of his leisure, his search after happiness in
his family or communal life, we shall find the Oriental, not the
Occidental. . . . Practically everything is shed that has been ac-
quired at such cost from school and college and contact with the
West.... The western train is used for reaching the place of sacred
pilgrimage, and the electric fan for cooling the performer of domes-
tic rites and ceremonies. But when the Maratha lecturer devotes his
holiday to the cult of Shivaji, as the incarnation of militant Hindu-
ism, or when the Bengalee clerk sacrifices a goat to Kali, who is
identified with his beloved motherland, they are not, as some would
have us believe, expressing in Oriental ways devotion to great ideas
of nationalism or freedom that western culture has made sacred to
them. They are rather giving expression, in accordance with Hindu
tradition and ideas, to the Hindu conviction that God is every-
where, and to the spiritual yearning for God that is exemplified in
the crudest as well as the most subtle and refined form of Hindu
social and religious life. . . . The professor of English literature
will not talk about his personal and intimate debt to that literature.
For it does not intrude into his personal and domestic life. Repro-
ductions of famous pictures of the West convey nothing to him.
His true self is absorbed in a world of values that he feels, and
perhaps rightly, would be meaningless to the European" (ibid.,
p. 181).

The solution of the conflict, Mr. Mayhew thinks, lies in India's
acceptance of Christ and the spiritual and ethical atmosphere of the
New Testament. "What one feels in one's inmost heart most hope-
fully is that the spirit of Christ, and His spirit only, will eventually
remove the cultural antagonism on which all spiritual monopolies
are based" (ibid., p. 185). But is Christ and the New Testament
"Western" ? Mr. Mayhew says: "We are not claiming, of course, a
western origin for the New Testament or for the spirit that inspires
it"; though he notes that there is "ah effort to claim it entirely for
the East" None the less, "it represents, though many Englishmen
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